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Cleaning up voter rolls a good move

It's not a lot of money in the big scheme of things, but the $2 million designated in the recent session of
the General Assembly will begin the messy but necessary process of cleaning up Indiana's voter
registration rolls.

Bloated voter rolls in every one of the state's 92 counties contain the names of people who have moved
away, are in prison or have died. Their presence on the registration lists make elections vulnerable to the
type of shenanigans that can truly affect the outcome of elections.

Indiana Secretary of State Connie Lawson is in charge of the
state's elections and led the charge to obtain the funds for
the statewide project. She knows the importance of cleaning
up the voter rolls in maintaining the integrity of the elections
and meeting requirements of state and federal laws.

"Every duplicate name and every bad address is just an opportunity for vote fraud," Lawson said.

Purging voter rolls is a painstaking process that requires mass mailings to voters to verify their status and
address. It takes time and money. But the end result is worth it in the pursuit of elections that voters can
trust.

What is particularly encouraging about this measure and others like it, such as the expansion of voting
centers, is that it offers truly meaningful and effective steps at improving elections and making them more
voter friendly and less susceptible to tampering. That's in stark contrast to laws adopted that were clearly
motivated by politics, measures such as the state's voter ID law, which had more to do with a nationwide
Republican Party strategy of suppressing the turnout of voters more likely to vote Democratic.

To be fair, the plan to clean up voter rolls was initiated in part by federal actions and a pending lawsuit
over the poor condition of Indiana's voter rolls. Whatever it takes to spur action, however, is a good thing.
The law takes effect July 1, and we urge all entities involved to move decisively.

Hoosier voters should be able to view the results of their elections with confidence. Cleaning up voter rolls
is a major move in that direction.
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Julianna Michigan · Works at Radio DJ

Personally, I am more concerned about the voting machines with no paper trail in Indiana. How many will

be dropped off the voter rolls "accidently" during this new measure of "clean up"?

Reply ·  · Like · 23 hours ago1

IC Spots · University of Notre Dame

Ms. Michigan, So true. And this moves beyond partisan politics as well: Dems and Reps

across the country have brought into question "paperless-trail" voting.

Reply · Like · 22 hours ago

IC Spots · University of Notre Dame

Don't you love this: "To be fair, the plan to clean up voter rolls was initiated in part by federal actions

and a pending lawsuit over the poor condition of Indiana's voter rolls. Whatever it takes to spur action,

however, is a good thing."......Ah, my State: wait until the last minute or until you're forced to do

something by a real court.

Imagined conversation in Indiana State House, circa 1920s: "Hey, what cha think about this new thing

here called E-lec-tris-i-tee. Think we should be gettin' ourselves sum?" "Not rightfully sure. Looks kinda

daing-ous. That stuff floatin' up 'round there in them thin why-urs." "Yeah. And b'sides, Fedrul Guvment

gonna come in and tell us we's need it." "Like heck it is! Ain't gonna tell me we's half ta have that stuff

floatin' 'round up thar in them thin why-urs!" "Heck yeah!"

Oh, the abundance of Hoosier Commonsense we have.

Reply · Like · 22 hours ago
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